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Summary
Gervais is the eldest of four children and in his last year at university. When 
COVID-19 reached Rwanda, his father had been sick for some time and was 
unable to work. Despite these tough times, Gervais is motivated to find some 
way to support his family, regardless of whether or not he would be paid. His 
determination eventually bears fruit and he ends up getting a full time job at a 
bank.
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Apophia, bring some 
water over here so 

your father can take 
his medication.

Papa Gervais, lean 
forward a bit and 

drink this... it’s 
getting late.

Here you go, 
mum. Please ask dad 

to stop worrying 
too much about 
money. He only 

needs to focus on 
getting better.

Mum, do you have 
time to talk?

Yes Gervais, 
please make it
quick as it’s 

almost time to 
prepare dinner.

So, what are we 
going to do?

But what crops 
could we grow 
my child? What 

livestock could 
we breed?

Maybe we could 
grow crops or rear 
livestock so that we 
have enough food in 

the days ahead.

Mum, I’ve been thinking 
about what we can do in 

these tough times. All my 
part-time jobs have stopped 

and only Sebakindi is 
working, but I doubt he has 

any work for me.

Mum, don’t worry. 
I spoke with my friend who’s an 
agronomist and she offered to 

find us good seeds to plant. 
Before the lockdown, I asked 
Mary and she told me that their 

customers mostly wanted 
rabbits so I was thinking that 

maybe buying and breeding 
two of them would be a

good choice.

Come here 
Apophia, let’s 
listen to your 

brother.

Dad is very ill and my 
siblings are counting on 
me. Mum is stressed, and I 
don’t get part-time jobs 
like I used to do because 
of the virus. I don’t know 

what to do.

How much money 
have I saved?

75,000 francs. It’s 
not much, but it’s 

something. I’ll ask 
mum and see what 

we can do.
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Oh, that’s a 
good idea. 

Rabbits can be 
so productive.

But Gervais, how 
will you manage 

all this with 
your studies?

It’s not an issue. 
My task will be to buy 
the seeds and rabbits, 
and then Apophia can 

take care of them. Mum, 
I don’t want you taking 

this on, you already 
have a lot on your 

plate.

That sounds like 
a good plan, especially 
since you will still be at 

home for a few more months 
Apophia… You should also 
train Mugisha and Muteteri 
and they can help out.  They 

should be learning 
some skills as well.

I’ll also visit 
Sebakindi and see 

if he has some gigs 
for me .

Sure, once the 
driver gets to town 
tell him to call me 

and I will come
and unload the 

trucks.

Good 
afternoon, 

boss.

Good afternoon! 
How is your father 

doing? I thought I’d 
pass by yesterday 
but I ran out of 

time.

Mukarugema also 
advised me to avoid 
visiting elderly or 
sick people these 
days, given that I

interact with a lot of 
people.

He is doing okay. 
Boss, I wanted to 
ask if you have any 
part-time work that 
I could do for you. 

It’s been quite a 
while.
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don’t you see the times 
we’re in? Unfortunately 
I don’t have any jobs 

to give.

I understand, but there must be some way I 
could help you. I could digitise your files.

You know technology has made things a 
lot easier. I understand that there are no 

customers these days, so I wouldn’t charge 
you, but I could also gain by using your 

computer to practice after work if you’d let 
me. That way, I can learn skills that would be 

useful in the future.

Eh, you know 
you might be right… Are 
all of these things you 

have written here computer 
functions? To think that I 
only know to delete and 
enter on a keyboard! Can 
you please teach me as 

well?

No problem. 
It would actually 

help me to see what I 
remember. If you’re here 
by 3pm, I’m usually done 

with work. I can show 
you what I’ve already 

learned before I start 
other topics.

Experts say the risk 
of further lockdown 

is moderate to
high…

Uhmm, do you speak 
English as fluently 

as a Brit now?

Boss,
 I’m just practicing my 

English. We learned it at 
school, but it’s not easy 
to speak. I listen to BBC 
news and repeat what I 

hear so that I learn how 
to speak English 

properly.

Leave me alone, Mihigo! 
You rich kids have no idea how 

tough life can be. I can’t take your 
dad’s computer home with me. I 
made myself this keyboard out 
of a cardboard so I can master 
typing at home. In a few days, I’ll 

be speed typing while you type one 
word per minute! You have access 
to an actual computer but I doubt 

you’ve bothered to learn.

Gervais convinces Sebakindi and is 
offered an unpaid internship at his 
office where he meets his friend 
Mihigo, who is Sebakindi’s son .

Gervais, 
why are you talking to 

yourself? Oh wow, what is 
that? That is a weird

computer! A cardboard, 
really? What could you 

possibly do with a piece of 
junk like that?

in a British accent
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Wow, you really are motivated! 
A lot of young people nowadays are 
careless. I’m happy to see a young 

man ambitious to succeed. Even though 
I can’t pay you, I will definitely find 
some way to reward your hard work. 
I know that your dad has been out of 
work for a while now. Have you guys 

paid your health insurance? 
It’s almost time to pay.

No boss, 
we are still waiting to 

harvest our vegetables 
so we can sell them at the 
market. If we are lucky and 

the pandemic ends soon, 
bars will open up and we’ll 

also be able to sell the 
rabbits we’ve been rearing 

and earn some money .

Let me send you 
some money with 

Mobile Money. 
Tomorrow before 

you come back here, 
go pay your family’s 

health insurance.

Thank you so much! 
I can’t thank you 
enough. May God 

bless you!

Yes sir, I’ll look 
into it and get back 
to you right away. 

Thank you

Gervais? Wow…. You 
look great! I almost 
didn’t recognise you. 

Is this what you’ve
been up to?

Thank you! 
I owe it all to you. While 

I was working with you, I saw an 
announcement that the bank was 
hiring so I applied and passed 

all the exams. If I hadn’t trained 
myself back then at your store, 
I wouldn’t have the skills and 

experience. I am truly 
grateful to you.

This young 
man really is 
exceptional! I 
will ask Mihigo 

what he does with 
his time .


