GAINING SKILLS AND
EXPERIENCE IN TOUGH TIMES

WGy,




Summary

Gervais is the eldest of four children and in his last year at university. When
COVID-19 reached Rwanda, his father had been sick for some time and was
unable to work. Despite these tough times, Gervais is motivated to find some
way to support his family, regardless of whether or not he would be paid. His
determination eventually bears fruit and he ends up getting a full time job at a
bank.
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APOPHIA, BRING SOME
WATER OVER HERE SO
YOUR FATHER CAN TAKE
HIS MEDICATION.
PAPA GERVAIS, LEAN
FORWARD A 8IT AND
DRINK THIS... IT'S
GETTING LATE.

~  DAD IS VERY ILL AND MY
SIBLINGS ARE COUNTING ON HOW MUCH MONEY
ME. MUM IS STRESSED, AND T HAVE T SAVED?
DON'T GET PART-TIME JOBS
LIKE I USED TO DO BECAUSE
OF THE VIRUS. T DON'T KNOW
WHAT TO 0O.

75,000 FRANCS. IT'S

NOT MUCH, 8UT IT'S

SOMETHING. T'LL ASK

MUM AND SEE WHAT
WE CAN DO.

MUM, I'VE BEEN THINKING
ABOUT WHAT WE CAN DO IN

THESE TOUGH TIMES. ALL MY
PART-TIME JOBS HAVE STOPPED
AND ONLY SEBAKINDI IS
WORKING, 8UT T DOUBT HE HAS
ANY WORK FOR ME.

750, WHAT ARE WE
GOING TO DO?

MAYBE WE COULD
o

©ROW CROPS OR REA!
LIVESTOCK SO THAT WE BUT WHAT CROPS
HAVE ENOLIGH FOOD IN /./ COULD WE GROW
_ THE DAYS AHEAD. MY CHILD? WHAT
. .\ LIESTOCK COLLD

WE BREED?

HERE YOU €0,
MUM. PLEASE ASK DAD
TO STOP WORRYING
TOO MUCH ABOUT
MONEY. HE ONLY
NEEDS TO FOCUS ON
GETTING BETTER.

MUM, DO YOU HAVE
TIME TO TALK?

COME HERE
APOPHIA, LET'S
LISTEN TO YOUR

BROTHER.

(

A\

YES GERVAIS,
PLEASE MAKE IT
QUICK AS IT'S
ALMOST TIME TO
PREPARE DINNER,

MUM, DON'T WORRY.

I SPOKE WITH MY FRIEND WHO'S AN
AGRONOMIST AND SHE OFFERED TO
FIND US 6000 SEEDS TO PLANT,
BEFORE THE LOCKDOWN, I ASKED
MARY AND SHE TOLD ME THAT THEIR
CUSTOMERS MOSTLY WANTED
RABBITS SO I WAS THINKING THAT
MAYBE BUYING AND BREEDING
TWO OF THEM WOLUILD 8E A
6000 CHOICE.




OH, THAT'S A
600D IDEA.
RABRBITS CAN BE

50 PRODUCTIVE.

BUT GERVAIS, HOW
WILL YOU MANAGE
ALL THIS WITH
2\ YOUR STUDIES?

IT'S NOT AN ISSLE.
MY TASK WILL 8E TO 8UY
THE SEEDS AND RABRBITS,

AND THEN APOPHIA CAN
TAKE CARE OF THEM. MUM,
T DON'T WANT YOU TAKING

THIS ON, YOU ALREADY
HAVE A LOT ON YOUR
PLATE.

THAT SOLINDS LIKE

A 600D PLAN, ESPECIALLY
SINCE YOU WILL STILL 8E AT
HOME FOR A FEW MORE MONTHS
APOPHIA... YOU SHOULD ALSO
TRAIN MUGISHA AND MUTETERI
AND THEY CAN HELP OUT. THEY
SHOULD 8E LEARNING
SOME SKILLS AS WELL.

I'LL ALSO VISIT

SEBAKINDI AND SEE

IF HE HAS SOME 6165
R ME .

SURE, ONCE THE

TELL HIM TO CALL ME
AND I WILL COME
AND UNLOAD THE
TRUCKS.

DRIVER GETS TO TOWN

00D AFTERNOON!

HOW 1S YOUR FATHER

DOING? I THOUGHT I'D

PASS 8Y YESTERDAY

8UT I RAN OUT OF
TIME.

MUKARUGEMA ALSO
ADVISED ME TO AVOID
VISITING ELOERLY OR
SICK PEOPLE THESE |
DAYS, GIVEN THAT T
INTERACT WITH A LOT OF
PEOPLE.

ASK IF YOU HAVE ANY
PART-TIME WORK THAT
I COULD DO FOR YOU.,

HE IS DOING OKAY.
B80SS, I WANTED TO

IT'S BEEN QUITE A
WHILE.




DON'T YOU SEE THE TIMES
WE'RE INP UNFORTLINATELY
I DON'T HAVE ANY U085
TO GIVE.

I LUNDERSTAND, BUT THERE MUST BE SOME WAY T
COULD HELP YOU. I COULD DIGITISE YOUR FILES.
YOU KNOW TECHNOLOGY HAS MADE THINGS A
LOT EASIER. T UNDERSTAND THAT THERE ARE NO
CUSTOMERS THESE DAYS, SO I WOULDON'T CHARGE
YOU, 8UT I COULD ALSO GAIN 8Y USING YOUR
COMPUTER TO PRACTICE AFTER WORK IF YOU'D LET
ME. THAT WAY, T CAN LEARN SKILLS THAT WOULD 8E
USEFUL IN THE FUTURE.

S

GERVAIS CONVINCES SEBAKINDI AND 1S
OFFERED AN UINPAID INTERNSHIP AT HIS
OFFICE WHERE HE MEETS HIS FRIEND
MIHIGO, WHO IS SEBAKINDI'S SON .

RVAIS,

WHY ARE YOU TALKING TO
YOURSELF? OH WOW, WHAT IS
THAT? THAT IS A WEIRD
COMPUTER! A CARDBOARD,
REALLY? WHAT COULD YOU
POSSIBLY DO WITH A PIECE OF
JUNK LIKE THAT?

LEAVE ME ALONE, MIHIGO! \
ow

YOU RICH KIDS HAVE NO IDEA Hi
TOUGH LIFE CAN BE. T CAN'T TAKE YOUR
DAD'S COMPUTER HOME WITH ME. T
MAOE MYSELF THIS KEYBOARD OLT
OF A CARDBOARD S0 T CAN MASTER

TYPING AT HOME. IN A FEW DAYS, T'LL |

vou A YOU NN  poe BE SPEED TYPINE WHILE YOU TYPE ONE \

Y AL OF THESE THiNES Yo WORD PER MINUITE! YOU HAVE ACCESS A }
HAVE WRITTEN FERE COMPLITER TO AN ACTUAL COMPUITER BUT T OOUST

FLINCTIONS? TO THINK THAT T YOU'VE BOTHERED TO LEARN.

ONLY KNOW TO DELETE AND

ENTER ON A KEYBOARD! CAN L

YOU PLEASE TEACH ME AS

NO PROBLEM.
IT WOULD ACTUALLY
HELP ME TO SEE WHAT T
REMEMBER. IF YOU'RE HERE
8Y 3PM, I'M USUALLY DONE
WITH WORK. T CAN SHOW

YOU WHAT I'VE ALREADY

LEARNED BEFORE I START
OTHER TOPICS.

IN A 8RITISH ACCENT

UHMM, DO YOU SPEAK
ENELISH AS FLUENTLY
AS A 8RIT NOW?

EXPERTS SAY THE RISK
OF FURTHER LOCKDOWN
1S MODERATE TO
HIGH..,

055,
I'M JUST PRACTICING MY
ENGLISH., WE LEARNED IT AT
SCHOOL, 8UT IT'S NOT EASY
TO SPEAK. I LISTEN TO 88C
NEWS AND REPEAT WHAT T
HEAR SO THAT I LEARN HOW
TO SPEAK ENGLISH
PROPERLY.




WOW, YOU REALLY ARE MOTIVATED!

A LOT OF YOUNG PEOPLE NOWADAYS ARE
CARELESS. I'M HAPPY TO SEE A YOUNG
MAN AMBITIOUS TO SUCCEED. EVEN THOUGH
I CAN'T PAY YOU, T WILL DEFINITELY FIND
SOME WAY TO REWARD YOUR HARD WORK.
I KNOW THAT YOUR DAD HAS BEEN OUT OF
WORK FOR A WHILE NOW. HAVE YOU euyS
PAID YOUR HEALTH INSURANCE?
IT'S ALMOST TIME TO PAY.

055,

WE ARE STILL WAITING TO
HARVEST OUR VEGETABLES
50 WE CAN SELL THEM AT THE
MARKET. IF WE ARE LLICKY AND
THE PANDEMIC ENDS SOON,
BARS WILL OPEN LIP AND WE'LL
ALSO 8E ABLE TO SELL THE

RABBITS WE'VE BEEN REARING
AND EARN SOME MONEY .

LET ME SEND YOU
SOME MONEY WITH
MOBILE MONEY.
TOMORROW BEFORE
YOU COME 8ACK HERE,
&0 PAY YOUR FAMILY'S
HEALTH INSURANCE.

YES SIR, I'LL LOOK
INTO IT AND GET BACK
TO YOU RIGHT AWAY.
THANK YOU

Cashier 1

PN| Coshier2

THANK YOU SO MUCH/
I CAN'T THANK YOU

ENOUEGH. MAY 60D
BLESS You!

THIS YOUNG
MAN REALLY IS
EXCEPTIONAL! T
WILL ASK MIHIGO
WHAT HE DOES WITH
HIS TIME .

Cashier 3

GERVAIS? WOW.... YOU
LOOK GREAT! T ALMOST
DIDN'T RECOGNISE YOU.
IS THIS WHAT YOU'VE
BEEN UP TO?

I OWE IT ALL TO YOU, WHILE -

THANK YOU!

I WAS WORKING WITH YOU, T SAW AN
ANNOUNCEMENT THAT THE BANK WAS
HIRING SO I APPLIED AND PASSED
ALL THE EXAMS. IF I HADN'T TRAINED
MYSELF BACK THEN AT YOUR STORE,
T WOULDON'T HAVE THE SKILLS AND
EXPERIENCE. I AM TRULY
GRATEFUL TO YOU.




